
Session 4.2
How To Research And 

Interpret A Text In 
Context



4 Principles for Bible Study

I.  Observation:

II.   Interpretation:

III.    Application:

IV.    Illustration:



4 Principles for Bible Study

I.   Observation:

What does the Text 
SAY?



4 Principles for Bible Study

II.   Interpretation:

What does the Text 
MEAN?



4 Principles for Bible Study

III.   Application:

Why does that 
MATTER?

(Or, how does that affect 

me or my life?)



4 Principles for Bible Study

IV.   Illustration:

How can I RELATE 
THIS TRUTH in way that 
will help drive the point 

home? 



4 Principles for Bible Study

I. Observation:

What does the Text SAY?

II. Interpretation:

What does the Text MEAN?

III. Application:

Why does that MATTER?

IV. Illustration:

How can I relate this truth in way 
that will help drive the point home? 
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